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CORONAVIRUS – GOVERNANCE REVIEW AND REINSTATEMENT 

OF FULL ALLOCATION OF SEATS ON & APPOINTMENTS TO 

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 
 

 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 As the coronavirus pandemic evolved and Government issued 

requirements on social distancing, the Council sought to make practical 
arrangements for its democratic processes to continue as far as possible, 
whilst ensuring compliance with Covid-19 secure guidelines for the 
workplace. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
2.1 That, for the reasons outlined in para. 3.7 of the report, the allocation of 

seats on the following committees, be fully reinstated to the number of seats 
agreed at the Annual Meeting [22 May 2019 [Min.No.19]]: 

. 

 Development Control Board (17 Members); 

 Licensing Committee (15 Members); 

 Policy and Overview Committee (17 Members); and 

 Scrutiny Committee (17 Members). 
 
2.2 That any amendments to the appointments as to membership of the 

committees, boards or panels referred to above and memberships to other 
committees, boards and/or panels, be notified to the Democratic Services 
Manager, in writing by the Group Leaders, by 5.00pm on Monday 12 October 
2020 to take effect from midnight on that day. 

 

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1 The COVID-19 pandemic and the unprecedented in peacetime Government 

measures in response to the crisis (e.g. prohibitions on gatherings, social 
distancing, self-isolation and shielding of those deemed to be the most 
vulnerable) have meant that the requirement for local authorities to hold 
public meetings in person, with all Members present in one place, cannot be 
met. 

 
3.2 Reg.5 of the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings)(England 
and Wales) Regulations 2020 permits the holding of remote meetings. The 
effect of this is that Members and other participants e.g. Officers do not 
need to be in the same place. 
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3.3 The Council has made arrangements for meetings to be held ‘virtually’ from 
remote locations (via the Zoom platform), where it is necessary to consider 
matters which are, by their nature, essential for the proper conduct of the 
Council’s business (including complying with statutory requirements, legal or 
contractual obligations, or to meet the needs of public health and well-being) 
and which are time-critical. 

 
3.4 Remote meetings are meetings in public and as such, the public and press 

must, as a minimum requirement, be able to hear the proceedings. Meetings 
held in open session are live steamed on YouTube. 

 
3.5 Due to the impact of the pandemic, meetings scheduled at the end of March 

2020 through to late May 2020 were cancelled whilst the Council 
established practical arrangements for holding remote meetings, including 
making the necessary changes to Standing Orders, policies and protocols. 
The Council’s Annual Council meeting scheduled for 13 May 2020 was also 
cancelled. 
 

3.6  At the time of lockdown in March 2020, it was known that although a virtual 
platform worked well for ‘chats’, it might struggle with group meetings of 10 
people or more. It was therefore decided, in consultation with all the Group 
Leaders, to temporarily reduce the allocation of seats on the larger 
committees (Development Control Board - 17 Members to 9), Licensing 
Committee -15 Members to 8), Policy and Overview Committee -17 
Members to 9) and Scrutiny Committee - 17 Members to 9). 

 
3.7 The first GAC meeting held remotely on 27 July 2020, proved that the virtual 

Zoom platform could work with more than 10 people.  Therefore, it is 
proposed to fully reinstate the number of seats allocated to the named 
committees listed in para.3.6 above (as agreed at the 2019 Annual Meeting) 
and restore membership of all the named Councillors appointed to the 
committees at the 2019 Annual Meeting.  

 
However, given the passage of time, Group Leaders may wish to review the 
appointments as to membership of the named committees referred to in 
para. 3.6 above and memberships to other committees, boards and/or 
panels.  Should this be the case, any amendments should be notified to the 
Democratic Services Manager, in writing by the Group Leaders, by 5.00pm 
on Monday 12 October 2020, which will take effect from 12 midnight on that 
day. 

 
3.8  There is no requirement to review the political balance on the Council, as 

the reinstatement of the allocated seats to the named committees will be as 
agreed at the Annual Meeting [22 May 2019 [Min.No.19]].  The 
appointments as to membership are in accordance with the wishes of the 
Group Leaders. 

 
3.9 With Covid-19 infections on the increase, the Government is tightening its 

social distancing measures and the Council will need to continue with ‘virtual 
meetings’ for the foreseeable future. The Council must continue to follow 
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Covid-19 secure guidelines to protect its staff, Councillors, customers and 
visitors.  
 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

Not applicable 
 

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments 

 

Financial Implications Not applicable 

Legal Implications As discussed in the body of the report 

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment Failing to follow the Covid-19 secure 
guidelines could result in legal action 
against the Council, including 
corporate manslaughter allegations 

 
6. Appendices  
 

N/A  
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19

